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A Message from
the President

Turning Points

How would you answer this simple, yet profound
question, “What are the five most important decisions of
your life?” While it may take you a few moments to
reflect and answer, in most cases, the answers are
connected to “turning points” in your life.  

Allow me to respond. First, I recall at the young age of
13 having to decide to submit to my parents’ authority or
go my own way. I made the right choice. Second, was my
decision at age 19 to submit to Jesus Christ as Lord and
consequently attend Lincoln Christian College as a
missions major. Third, I asked Jeaneen Strauss to marry
me (and she said “yes”) in 1979. Now, three lovely
daughters and two sweet granddaughters later, we
celebrate more than 30 years of amazing marriage.
Fourth, I chose to attend Lincoln Christian Seminary
upon graduating from LCC in 1980. That decision
radically impacted my life perspective in ways that still
influence my heart, soul, mind, and strength. Finally, the
decision to offer Jesus Christ an unconditional
submission to serve, wherever and however He deemed
appropriate, has been immeasurably satisfying. These are
turning points in my life. I am confident that you could
articulate much the same in your life.  

This issue of the Restorer will give you the results of 193
students that are just now moving beyond one of their
“turning points.” The pictures and brief articles provide a
window into the lives of just a few. Beyond that, you will
note the splendid impact of our Seminary on our campus
and around the world. Its impact has been an amazing
“turning point” for thousands of her alumni, including
myself. We celebrate God’s sovereign hand in our every
effort and how He has used very special people in our
Seminary and all across the University to accomplish His
good and perfect will. 

Ever turning to Him, 

Dr. Keith H. Ray, President
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here is a void on the LCU campus. On the last          

Thursday of April, Seminary Dean and Professor

Dr. Robert Lowery died. His death was not unexpected—

inoperable cancer had been working in his body for two years.

Yet in our community of grief, there are powerful ways in

which he lives on.

We remember Bob’s voice, a timbre that defied description,

with a resonance that could “shout” while whispering. When

Bob spoke, his voice demanded attention.

We recall his mind, a rapier-sharp mind always inputting and

processing information. Addressing a large congregation,

small class, or a concerned individual, his comments flowed

with wisdom and insight.

Bob exhibited a distinctive spirit. Some thought it was a spirit

of competitiveness, but that missed the point. He had zeal for

what was right. When he was convinced of a clear right and

wrong issue, he was a tsunami—the wrong would eventually

yield. Yet, in matters of uncertainty, the spirit became almost

childlike: “What’s next? Teach me more.”

We reflect on his authority. It did not come from any title he

held. His old friends indicate that it was there when he was a

student. He could question a colleague, challenge a professor,

call a superior to accountability. Bob had moral authority.

His love lives on. His deference to his wife, Marilyn, was

remarkable. He profoundly appreciated her attention to the

home-front while he travelled the world. He saw her work to

support his education and ministry as an act of a loving wife

and a reflection of her Kingdom priorities…and he loved her

for that. And he loved her… just because! He loved their two

children with a power that is reflected in their two distinctive

reflections of his personality. He was not doting, but there was

no blessing he ever desired to withhold from Brian or Rachel,

and no protection he would not enact if they were being

wronged.

His playfulness still brings smiles. He enjoyed no humor more

than self-effacing humor. In embarrassing moments his

complexion turned crimson and the roaring laughter rolled

forth, often echoing down the hallway. When he was with his

grandchildren, adult conversation held no interest. He was

with the little ones in wide-eyed wonder at the world to be

discovered.

T

Dr. Robert A. Lowery, 1948-2011

by Dr. Paul E. Boatman

Seminary Professor

of Pastoral Care & Counseling



We think of Bob with the Book. He loved and absorbed many

books. Louis L’Amour and Garrison Keillor at one end;

lexicons and commentaries at the other, but the Holy Book

kept drawing his attention. He had confidence in his

knowledge of and acquaintance with the Bible, but he kept

courting it, returning to it, seeking new perspectives. He loved

to study it, reflect upon it, understand it in original context,

and apply it in our context.

We cannot forget his heroes—Roy Rogers and Bob Dylan. He

first saw the cowboy on a small black and white TV, riding

Trigger in pursuit of truth, justice, and fairness, exhibiting a

gentleness rare in westerns. Unlike other TV cowboys, Roy

Rogers was being Roy Rogers. With Bob Dylan, it was a

different kind of interest. He may have found his alter-ego.

Lowery’s singing voice was superior to Dylan’s. But Dylan’s

artistry with words and quandaries enchanted Bob. Dylan is an

exegete and a prophet of culture. He challenged the

entrenched powers and established morés, without ever getting

onto the flippant bandwagon of the hippies and terrorists who

would tear down without building up. You don’t know what

Dylan might say or do next, but you know it will be

thoughtful. Bob liked that.

Bob was always concerned for the church. At Fairfax

Christian Church in Indianapolis he started his intentional

Christian walk as an act of surrender, walking down the aisle

with hands held high. He spent most of his adult life as a

member of Jefferson Street Christian Church, but he was in

partnership with many congregations through preaching,

teaching, consulting, intervening, and simply through the

molding of the congregations through the mentoring of the

ministers. 

For many of us, Lincoln Christian University is hard to

imagine without Bob. When he became a student 45 years ago

he could not have known that this would be the central context

for his life and service for the remainder of his life. Many in

the Lincoln Christian College class of ‘70 have had global

impact, but Bob was “the class” of the class. He earned

advanced degrees from our Seminary, Gordon-Conwell, and

Aberdeen, but LCU is where he would stay. Bob set the

standard for what we believe about the Word, about ministry,

about education. Bob cared little for institutions, but he

absolutely loved students. 

He was also invested in Haus Edelweiss. For 19 years Bob’s

incorporation of the global outreach values of scripture and

LCU have opened a second door to the world through TCMI

(Training Christians for Ministry International). From Vienna,

he encountered an array of students from the countries that

languished long behind the Iron Curtain. He taught and

mentored leaders of a church that often had a book of

Revelation feel to it, because of the persecution endured.

When Bob read of the Lamb’s encounter with those from

every people, tribe, tongue, and nation, his mind saw

Russians, Ukrainians, Latvians, Bulgarians, Hungarians,

Moldovans, Slovakians, and many more.

We now commend Bob to Heaven. Days before his death, Bob

told me “I don’t know enough about Heaven.” I said, “You

wrote the book. We ask YOU about Heaven.” After a brief

silence he whispered, “I will tell you about it later.” Later he

sighed, “I am not afraid of going to Heaven, but the trip scares

me.” The trip was a hard one, but he arrived safely on April

28. LCU will never forget him.

Note: LCU Seminary is beginning an official search process to

fill the position of Professor of New Testament, left vacant by

Dr. Lowery’s untimely passing.
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Selected Milestones of the Last Decade in Seminary Academic Leadership
Dr. Paul Boatman and Dr. Robert Lowery were called to serve as Academic Deans of the Seminary in 2006, having served as

Associate Deans since 2000. During the past decade under their combined leadership, the LCU Seminary has experienced the

following major milestones:

• 2001: Enrolled the highest percentage of international students (10%) in Seminary history

• 2002: Celebrated the Seminary’s fiftieth anniversary since the call of its first dean, Enos Dowling

• 2003: Launched new Worship Studies program with the calling of Dr. Dinelle Frankland

• 2004: Dr. Boatman shared the platform with King of Ota in Nigeria, one of many mission trips taken by Dr. Boatman

• 2005: Dr. Lowery completed sabbatical and finished his first major book, Revelation’s Rhapsody (College Press, 2006)

• 2006: Set new Seminary student enrollment record with 109 students starting that fall

• 2007: Launched Doctor of Ministry program

• 2007: Set fall enrollment record with 348 total students

• 2008: Held first separate commencement service with longtime Seminary Dean, Dr. Wayne Shaw, as featured speaker

• 2008: Launched Master of Religious Education degree program (last offered in the 1980s)

• 2009: Drs. Boatman and Lowery led a Holy Land Tour with 30 participants

• 2009: Awarded first honorary doctorate to long-time Seminary professor, Tom Ewald

• 2009: A record number of students (227) were taking one or more courses online

• 2010: Graduated largest class in Seminary history with 63 graduates, including the first Doctor of Ministry degrees

• 2010: Enrolled record number (81) in Master of Arts in Counseling program, begun by Dr. Boatman in 1992

• 2011: Dr. Lowery was honored in a special chapel service in February for a new festschrift in his honor,

Dragons, John, and Every Grain of Sand (College Press, 2011)
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Distinguished Professor
On Monday evening, April 25 at 6 p.m., a group of friends,
colleagues, and family gathered in Room 217 of Abraham Lincoln
Memorial Hospital to honor Dr. Bob Lowery. The brief gathering
included comments by Dr. Wayne Shaw and two very important
presentations were made. First, Dr. Lowery was recognized for his
academic leadership of the Seminary from 2000-2011. Second,
based on the unanimous approval of his Seminary Co-Dean, the
Provost, the President, and the full Board of Trustees, Bob was given
the honor of “Distinguished Professor.” It was a solemn, yet
celebratory event adorned with prayer, conversation, and song. 

On February 23,
2011, Dr. Lowery
was honored for his
life and contribution
to LCU with the
presentation of a
copy of Dragons,

John, and Every

Grain of Sand: Essays on the Book of Revelation

(College Press), which was written in his honor.

Shown at right are Dr. and Mrs. Lowery with
contributing authors Gary Hall, Fred Hanson,
Tony Twist, Shane Wood, Neal Windham, Jeff
Snell, Paul Boatman, and Carmen Trenton.
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HONOR TO WHOM
HONOR IS DUE
By Dr. Wayne E. Shaw, Dean Emeritus and Adjunct Professor

at Lincoln Christian University Seminary

I am pleased to offer my tribute to Dr. Paul Boatman for his

sterling years of service to the Kingdom of God through

Lincoln Christian University. On May 31, he retired as Dean

of Christian Ministries and will step back into the Seminary

classroom as full-time professor and Chair of the Department

of Pastoral Care and Counseling. He served with Dr. Robert

Lowery as Associate Deans since 2000. In my years as their

teacher, their dean, and their colleague, I have known them

long and well. I have worked with them closely, and prayed

for them often. 

Paul was my Assistant Dean for 18 years, and both Paul and

Bob were invaluable to me during my 26 years as Seminary

Dean. For example, we have for many years team-taught

preaching classes. At my request, Paul and I team-taught

“Pastoral Preaching” and Bob and I team-taught “Preaching

from the New Testament.” Our goal was to take a student’s

sermon from the “womb” to the “tomb,” (from birth through

proclamation) and to integrate the classes biblically,

theologically, and psychologically. I have been told by guest

lecturers that we were far ahead of other seminaries with our

approach.

Paul is a graduate of St. Louis Christian College. He earned a

Master of Divinity degree from LCU in 1974. After planting a

multi-cultural church in Indianapolis, directing an inner-city

ministry in St. Louis, and earning a Doctor of Ministry degree,

Paul returned to the Lincoln Christian Seminary in 1978 to

lead the Department of Pastoral Care and Counseling. Today,

the MA in Counseling is one of the strongest degree programs

in the Seminary. 

Paul is highly respected beyond the boundaries of the Lincoln,

Illinois, campus. He is a regular contributor to The Christian

Standard and has been published in the Journal of Pastoral

Care. Paul serves on the committee that plans the

pre-conference workshops for the annual National Missionary

Convention, often being called on to lead the workshops

himself. He is also an active participant in the North American

Christian Convention (NACC) where he has presented a

number of workshops over the years. He is a member of the

Chaplaincy Endorsement Commission, meeting annually to

review and endorse military chaplains for service.

Here are some of the reasons that I have such a high regard for

Paul that goes beyond my personal love and respect for him:

1. He is an exceptional professor, well-read in his field, and

gifted with rare abilities to connect with students in the

classroom.

2. He has helped navigate the Seminary through both calm and

difficult waters. I have never feared that the Seminary would

drift from “the faith once for all delivered to the saints” with

him and Bob Lowery at the helm. I mean by that, they

exemplify an uncompromising commitment to the Bible as the

written Word of God and their deep desire to recover the

Christianity taught in the New Testament which we have

historically called the Restoration Ideal.



“

”

3. He is an outstanding churchman, refusing to live in an ivory

tower. Scholarship for him is always to benefit the churches.

He has demonstrated his love for the church by preaching,

teaching, counseling, and encouraging churches world-wide. 

“Dr. Boatman cares enough
not to be pretentious. He is a

great theologian and
counselor, but he never takes
himself too seriously. I know
that I can go to him with any
problem and he will take the
time out of his busy day to

speak to me.
—Emily Rodenbeck, MA in Counseling student

4. Paul is deeply committed to God—Father, Son, and Holy

Spirit. In a word: he is genuinely “Christian.”

5. He has a global vision of the church. Years ago I challenged

our Seminary faculty to take a short-term mission trip in the

next five years. Most of them have, but it was slow getting

started. Paul was my encourager and partner to get that ball

rolling. With his wife Mary, Paul has preached, lectured,

counseled, taught, and represented LCU in Mexico, Indonesia,

St. Vincent, Haiti, Dominion Republic, Austria, Ukraine,

Kenya, Congo, Thailand, India, the Philippines, and China.

The sowers went forth to sow the seeds of the Gospel, starting

at Lincoln Christian University. Just this February, Paul was in

Cholula Puebla, Mexico at the National Missionaries Reunion

giving six different presentations on the topic, “Meeting the

Personal Challenges Facing Missionaries.” Missionaries from

across Mexico gathered for fellowship, encouragement,

worship, and the opportunity to continue their personal

educations. Paul had personal ties with the missionaries

attending this conference, as many of them were former 

LCU students.

Dr. Boatman delivered the sermon at Founders’ Day, May 3,

2011. In it he gave us a window into the soul of LCU and into

how serving at LCU has affected him. He shared his thoughts

on: 

• The Priority of Preaching—“The preachers are coming” 

• Ecclesiology—We are molded by the Stone-Campbell

perspectives on the church

• Biblical Hermeneutics—Our interpretation of Scripture is

grounded in the conviction that the Bible is God’s written

Word

• A Christian Worldview—We share a view of life that sees

God as the unifier for interpreting and discerning reality and

for making critical life decisions

• The Global Perspective of the Great Commission—LCU

alumni have carried the Gospel to more than 160 countries
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Paul Boatman beams at the testimony of honored Seminary students
during the 2011 “Honor where Honor is Due” luncheon.
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Listen to Dr. Boatman’s

Founders’ Day podcast at:

lincolnchristian.edu/podcasts

and click on

“Undergraduate Chapel”

What Paul Boatman caught from LCU also caught Paul

Boatman and became a part of him. He is a true example of

what LCU, at its best, is attempting to accomplish.

Jesus taught us that if we give a cup of cold water to anyone in

the name of the Lord, we will not lose our reward. For many

years Paul Boatman and Bob Lowery have given cups of cold

water in His name all over the world, as well as preparing

others to be cupbearers for the King. God in His sovereignty

will see to it that His cupbearers have their reward. We can

count on that because we can count on Christ.

Endowed Gifts Benefit
Seminary Students

In the last three years the Seminary has received a

$200,000 scholarship endowment and recently had an

additional $750,000 promised for a total of approximately

$950,000 either received or pledged.

Lincoln Christian University is grateful
to these Lincoln Leaders and others like
Henry and Ida Johnson who are
committed to establishing a lasting
legacy that upholds Kingdom priorities.
The Johnsons have asked others to join
them in building an endowed scholarship
to promote Diversity in the Seminary. 

The Barmes/Weber Memorial Scholarship is another example
of how donors are making a difference in the lives of future
Lincoln Leaders. 

“Because we believe

strongly in the local

church we felt a

Seminary scholarship

for others preparing for

ministry was a good way to both celebrate our

marriage and honor our spouses who died of cancer.

We decided to establish the Barmes/Weber Memorial

Scholarship as our ‘gift registry’ in order to share the

immeasurable blessings we have received.”

- Mark and Ellen Weber

In the 2010-2011 fiscal year (6/1/10-5/31/11), endowed

funds for Lincoln Christian University have grown by

more than $250,000. You, too, can help by adding your gifts
to already established endowments. For more information,
contact LCU’s Development & Planned Gifts office at
888-522-5228.

Paul Boatman volunteers at 2010 Lincoln Balloonfest



Working Together in God’s Service

“The one who plants and the one who waters have one

purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to

their own labor. For we are co-workers in God’s service;

you are God’s field, God’s building.” —1 Cor. 3:8-9

The mission of Lincoln Christian University is to nurture and equip Christians with a

Biblical worldview to serve and lead in the church and the world. The most obvious way
we accomplish this mission is through teaching, learning, leading, and serving through
the undergraduate and graduate programs offered in our three schools.

We are guided by a vision, a set of core values and beliefs, and four institutional goals.
One of those goals is to “develop a mission-minded connectivity with others through
improved relationships with alumni, churches, donors, and other constituents.” 

In the last 18 months we shared with you our 5-Star Church Partnership Promises

because it is important for us to be connected to our church constituents.
One of the ways we do that is through our Church Development Office.
They assist local congregations in many ways, including acting as a
clearinghouse for churches who want guest speakers for sermons, lessons,
and consultations, as well as for churches seeking staff and individuals
seeking staff positions. 

This year LCU faculty, staff, and students have kept us connected to you
by making more than 300 visits to approximately 150 different churches
in at least 15 states. Additionally, students in the Worship Studies program
made six ensemble trips this year, and many LCU students serve as
weekend worship leaders at nearby churches.

We believe learning is enhanced by serving, and would like to strengthen
our connection to you through service in the year ahead. 

5-Star Church Partnership Promises

We promise an annual visit. 

We promise an annual report. 

We promise to assist in filling open ministry positions. 

We promise to help your leaders be lifelong learners. 

We promise to help churches be better stewards.
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Commencement Highlights
The 65th annual Lincoln Christian University (LCU) Commencement services

were held on Saturday, May 14 at 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. in the Earl C Hargrove

Chapel. A total of 206 degrees and certificates were awarded to 193 individuals

as they left the Lincoln campus to live their mission to

serve and lead in the church and the world.

Brian Lowery delivered the Commencement address on

behalf of his father, Dr. Robert Lowery who passed

away on April 28, 2011. Speaking from Matthew

16:13-20, Lowery recalled his graduation days from

LCC (BA in Preaching, 2000) and LCS (MDiv in New

Testament, 2005). “When I heard God calling me, I was

almost immediately frozen by fear…I’ve come to

believe that ministry is a dance—swinging back and

forth from ‘Who am I?’ to ‘I am here.’” Lowery

explained that when we feel too small, wondering if we

are up to God’s challenge, one of the most important

things to remember is who Jesus is. “He is the Christ,

the Son of the Living God. That changes everything.”

Brian Lowery is currently serving as the lead minister

for a new church plant which will launch this fall in the

Indianapolis area through Plainfield Christian Church

and Stadia (a California-based organization that

supports new church plants). 

The class of 2011 included two Doctor of Ministry

degrees and the first cohort of Hargrove School MA in

Organizational Leadership graduates (14 students).

“Tell my students this…
more important than
anything is to root
your lives in the
grace of God.”
– Dr. Robert Lowery (1948-2011)
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Master of Arts

William E. Barton, Lincoln, IL

Contemporary Christian Theology

Justin Thomas Bradley, Auburn, IL 2

General Ministry

Zachary Paul Breitenbach, Cary, NC

Christian Apologetics

Samuel Earl Draper, Somerset, PA2

Contemporary Christian Theology

Suzanne J. Gowin, Lincoln, IL

Bible

Jessica Rose Hanson, Lincoln, IL

Christian Education

Darrin Paul King, Oswego, KS

Intercultural Studies

Joel M. Lauritzen, Lansing, MI

Leadership Studies

James McMillion, Hudson, IL

Preaching Ministry 

David Russell Mosley, Jacksonville, IL

Church History/Historical Theology

Kira Nicole Mulvany, Springfield, IL

Christian Education

Marcus R. Omdahl, Kuna, ID

New Testament

Tina Marie Parnell-Miller, Decatur, IL

Leadership Studies

Aaron S. Prohs, Gering, NE

General Bible

Ron Rector, Decatur, IL

Leadership Studies

Britton E. Rexroat, Milan, IL 3

Preaching Ministry

Christopher Charles Rupprecht,

Cleveland, OH

Worship Studies

Timothy E. Searby, Lincoln, IL

Worship Studies

Brian David Sevits, Moberly, MO 2

Worship Studies

Harold Timothy Settles, Springfield, IL

New Testament

Joshua Tandy, Anderson, IN 3

Leadership Studies

Robert Eugene Tevis III,

Bellefonte, PA3

General Ministry

Forrest Bradley Thomas,

Sebastopol, CA2

Pastoral Care and Counseling

Jason Wade Triplett, Quincy, IL 2

General Ministry

Corey Benjamin Tutewiler, 

Bloomington, IL

Contemporary Christian Theology

Christi Anne Wells, Arcola, IL 2

Worship Studies

Felicia Williams-Newman,

Bloomington, IL

Contemporary Christian Theology

Gengxin Zhu, Changsha,

Hunan, China

Intercultural Studies

Master of Religious Education

Joshua Travis Fell, Palm Bay, FL

Brandon J. George, Grand Rapids, MI

Shawn M. Lindsay, Joplin, MO 3

Master of Arts in Counseling

Roger Eugene Daniels, Decatur, IL

Rachel Roseanna Dann, Nashua, IA

Jessica Eynon, Sanford, FL

John Leslie Freshour, Bloomington, IL2

Joshua Henry Hagerstrom, Neoga, IL

James E. Hawkes, Rapids City, IL

Thomas R. Kromphardt, Peoria, IL

Gregory M. Lowes, Hannibal, MO 2

Emily Anna Melvin, Pontiac, IL

Sharon Sylvester, St. Louis, MO

Master of Divinity

Nathan D. Babcock, Plymouth, IN 2

General Ministry

James C. Bailey, Peoria, IL

Contemporary Christian Theology

Joel Thomas Eynon, Woodstock, GA

Preaching Ministry

Joseph Kenneth Gordon,

Florissant, MO

Contemporary Christian Theology

Joshua Henry Hagerstrom, Neoga, IL

Pastoral Care and Counseling

James E. Hawkes, Rapids City, IL

Pastoral Care and Counseling

Robert P. Jankowski III,

Boca Raton, FL

New Testament

Adrian Louise Johnson, Peoria, IL

Church History/Historical Theology

Colleen L. Jumper, Bethalto, IL

Christian Education

Douglas Alan Junkins, St. Louis, MO

New Testament

Michael A. Langley, Mahomet, IL

Pastoral Care and Counseling

Robert Thomas McKinney,

Mt. Sterling, IL

Pastoral Care and Counseling

Nicole S. Medaris, Metamora, IL

Pastoral Care and Counseling

Robert Joseph Petersen, Edinburg, IL

Church History/Historical Theology

Joseph R. Schneider, Titusville, FL

New Testament

Justin Aaron Schwartz, O’Fallon, MO

Church History/Historical Theology

Shane M. Sikkema, Fulton, IL 2

Preaching Ministry

Grant A. Wade, Galesburg, IL

Keith Allen Warner, Lane, IL

Leadership Studies

Doctor of Ministry

Kevin Andrew Dell, Bartonville, IL

Spiritual Formation

Chauncey A. Lattimer, Jr.,

Martinton, IL

Church/Parachurch Leadership

2 Degree awarded December 31, 2010
3 Degree awarded August 31, 2010 

2011
Seminary
Graduates 
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“

Honored Students

Each year the Seminary faculty chooses

to honor outstanding students who are

representative of various academic

areas. These outstanding students

represent four master’s degree

programs: Master of Arts, Master of

Religious Education, Master of Arts in

Counseling, and Master of Divinity. 

Master of Arts 
Christi Wells 

Master of
Religious
Education 
Joshua Travis Fell

Master of Arts in
Counseling 
Sharon Sylvester

Master of Divinity 
Joe Gordon 2011 Doctor of Ministry graduates Kevin Dell and Chauncey Lattimer.
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Certificates

TEACHING ENGLISH TO 

SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES

Hannah Ruth Bagley, Greentown, IN

Elyse Aubrie Dillon, Napa Valley, CA

Marissa Kelsey, Normal, IL

Kayla Kristine Lucas, Beardstown, IL

Marshall Alexander Nelson,   

Bloomington, IL

Keturah Richison, Mt. Carmel, IL

Joy Beth Searby, Normal, IL 

Associate of Arts

BIBLE

Charissa Barbee, Merrillville, IN

Jason R. Barrow, Pawnee, IL

David Wayne Brown, Bloomington, IL

Joshua Dale Campbell, Mt. Auburn, IL

EARLY CHILDHOOD  

Marthe Louise Barth, Tiffin, OH

Emily A. Gillis, Rossville, IL

Jennifer Lynn Manning, Pawnee, IL 3

Kellye Jo Saad, Centralia, IL 3

Ashley Wolf, Romeoville, IL

Associate of Science

PRE-NURSING

Cassaundra J. Gunning, Lincoln, IL 4

Bachelor of Arts

BIBLICAL EXPOSITION

Nicholas Evan Alexander, Indianapolis, IN

Clinton Glen Dickson, Waynesville, IL

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Sara Lorean Anderson, Williamsville, IL

Julie Noel Browning, Washington, IL

Landan James Callahan, Seneca, IL 3

Daniel Drewes, Noble, IL

Matthew David Harden, Bethalto, IL

Nicole Sharon Hoinacki, Wilmington, IL

Phillip Anthony Kemp, Quincy, IL

Jennifer M. Lovett, Brownstown, IL

Brandon Alan Lyttle, Kansas, OK

Jonni Elizabeth McCaslin, Wood River, IL

Emily D. Schrader, Monticello, IL 3

Drew Edward Sisson, Paradise, CA

Jenyelyne Smith, Athens, IL

Jonathon LaVerne Tribler, Aledo, IL 3

Winston Zastrow, Saybrook, IL

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION and

INTERCULTURAL STUDIES

Marcus Jeffrey Saad, Erie, IL 2

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

Marthe Louise Barth, Tiffin, OH

Emily A. Gillis, Rossville, IL

Jennifer Lynn Manning, Pawnee, IL 3

Kellye Jo Saad, Centralia, IL 3

CHRISTIAN SPIRITUAL FORMATION

Ashley Wolf, Romeoville, IL
(General Ministry)

COMMUNITY and CARE MINISTRIES

Zachary T. Wright, Springfield, VA 3

GENERAL MINISTRY

Kaylene Dawn Killebrew, Noblesville, IN3

Jacob Breeze, Houston, TX

GENERAL STUDIES

Aaron J. Clayton, Versailles, IL

Michelle Rogers, Lincoln, IL

INTERCULTURAL STUDIES

Samuel Alan Davis, Decatur, IL

Kye Ewing, Seymour, IL

(Bivocational Missions)

Hannah Ruth Bagley, Greentown, IN 3

Evan Michael Cox, High Ridge, MO

Hannah Cox, Fenton, MO

Erin Michelle Dayvolt, Bismarck, IL

Elyse Aubrie Dillon, Napa Valley, CA

Brian Dress, Galesburg, IL 4

Mary Michelle Ellis, Springfield, IL 3

Caroline Ewing, Champaign, IL

Brandee Ann Greenhill, Round Lake, IL

David A. Harrison, Fisher, IL 

Adam Hayward, Bloomington, IL 3

Jennifer Hayward, Muskogee, OK 3

Allison M. Jackson, Yorkville, IL

Marissa Kelsey, Normal, IL

Sarah Gail Louise Laughlin, Lincoln, IL

Lacey Marie Montour, Peoria, IL

Marshall Alexander Nelson, 

Bloomington, IL

Chelsea Alyne Nichols, Lihue, HI 

Joshua Michael Pezold, Indianapolis, IN 3

Keturah Richison, Mt. Carmel, IL

Elizabeth Marie Woolf, Peotone, IL

Brooke Mary Yarbrough, Southlake, TX 3 

PHILOSOPHY

Justin Brett Brooks, Good Hope, IL 3

PREACHING MINISTRY

Troy Matthew Lane, Mattoon, IL 3

Aaron Lloyd Sharpe, Newton, IL 3

Michael Williams, Carterville, IL

PSYCHOLOGY

Sheena Alexane Cooper,
Monrovia, Liberia 2

Terri Jo Clayton, Riverton, IL 4

David P. Corcoran, Ottawa, IL

Mindy Elizabeth Graham, Atlanta, IL

Christopher Boyd Headrick,
Gibson City, IL 3

Trevor David Ile, Mt. Vernon, IL 3

Chelsea Lynn Nesbitt, Georgetown, IL

Susan L. Plezia, German Valley, IL

Derek Jason Rucker, Lansing, IL 3

Brenda Elizabeth Tate, Brackettville, TX 2

Devon Marie Wilson, Waynesville, IL

2011
GRADUATES
of the School of
Undergraduate Studies
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WORSHIP MINISTRY

Jacob Samuel Barrett, Fisher, IL

Serena Ann D’Aunoy, Girard, IL

Kelsey Lynn Foster, Brandon, VT

Thomas John Hagan, Northern Ireland 3

Garrison B. Sexton, Mattoon, IL

Charity Christine Stratford, Grinnell, IA

YOUTH and PREACHING MINISTRY

Andrew Michael Beal, Indianapolis, IN

Tyler Dwain Carrell, Ramsey, IL

Miranda L. Dinges, Abingdon, IL 3

Jordan Griesemer, Park Forest, IL

YOUTH MINISTRY

Andrew Peter DeGrado, Bolingbrook, IL

Eric Fournier, Joliet, IL 3

Trevor David Ile, Mt. Vernon, IL 3

Kyle Lidtka, Grinnell, IA

Michael Deane Masters,
Carl Junction, MO

David Thomas Mauhar, Lincoln, IL

Harold Steven McNeil, Elkhart, IL 
(General Ministry)

Brandon Minett, Champaign, IL 
(General Ministry) 1

Anthony Ochoa, Romeoville, IL
(General Ministry)

Sabrina Arielle Grace Owens, 

Bloomington, IL

Zachary A. Ramsey, Lincoln, IL

Ryan Mathew Smith,
Marquette Heights, IL 3

Evan Clark Stone, Champaign, IL

Michael Edward Watson, Frankfort, KY

Bachelor of Science

BIBLE

Bethany Alt, Springfield, IL

Jessica Eileen Bond, Ellery, IL 3

Courtney Lynn Clayton, Clinton, IL

Anastasia Marie Flanagan, Gibson City, IL

Bethany Ann Furman, Waynesville, IL

Jessica Marie Lawson, Bloomington, IL

Amanda Rachelle Libotte, Washington, IL

Kayla Kristine Lucas, Beardstown, IL

Lorissa Joy Miller, Greencastle, IN

Danielle Lea Rizzo, Streator, IL

Tara N. Scott, Westville, IL

Joy Beth Searby, Normal, IL

Kathryn Lee Webb, Andalusia, IL 3

Melissa Wheeler, St. Louis, MO

2  Degree to be completed August 31, 2011
3  Degree awarded December 31, 2010
4  Degree awarded August 31, 2010

Associate of Arts

Delta Epsilon Chi
Delta Epsilon Chi is the honor society of the Association for Biblical Higher

Education. Membership is awarded by the faculty to graduating seniors who possess

high qualities of Christian character and leadership with a grade point average of

3.3 or higher. No more than seven percent of the graduating class may be elected.

Kye Ewing

Charity Stratford

Ashley Wolf

Nicholas Alexander

Zachary Ramsey

Julie Browning

David Mauhar

American Legion Award
The American Legion Award is awarded to Kye Ewing by Legion Post #263 of

Lincoln, Illinois, “in recognition of high qualities of courage, honor, leadership,

patriotism, scholarship, and service.” 

Honored Graduates
Each year the School of Undergraduate Studies faculty chooses to honor outstanding

students who are representative of four academic fields. Criteria include academic

excellence, personal maturity, spiritual depth, and ministry involvement. LCU honor

these, and all our graduates, as they continue to use their gifts to serve others to

God’s glory.

Clinton Dickson in the field of Bible/Theology

Kye Ewing in the field of General Education

Michael Masters in the field of Christian Ministries

Anastasia Flanagan in the field of Christian Education Ministries

Honors Program
Pictured below are Honors Program graduates Clinton Dickson, Marthe Barth,

Joshua Pezold, and Evan Cox.
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GENERAL STUDIES

Gordon L. Blankenship, Jr.,
Blandinsville, IL 3

Bachelor of Arts

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY

Aaron Randall Albrecht, Kappa, IL

Todd Wayne Byers, Crawfordsville, IN

Daniel Tomlin Carlock, Georgetown, IL 3

Matthew D. Johnson, Cincinnati, OH 2

Brett M. Minor, Mt. Vernon, IL

Clayton J. Sanders, Shelbyville, IL 2

Robert C. Sanderson, Machesney Park, IL

Sara Lynn Simeunovic, Aurora, IL

William Thomas Taylor, Kankakee, IL 3

Ashlee Thompsen, Mardela Springs, MD 3

Mickie Cooley Wamsley, Mattoon, IL 2

GENERAL MINISTRY

Dustin Keith Britton, Veedersburg, IN

Kristine René Dickson, Mattoon, IL

John Kalebaugh, Eldena, IL 3

Ronald O. Kirk, North Las Vegas, NV 5

Jason R. Lieving, Mt. Pulaski, IL 3

John Benjamin Porter, Rockville, IN

Jennifer Sanders, Las Vegas, NV 5

Byron Smith, Urbana, IL

Tami Irene Werschey, Middletown, IL 3

HUMAN SERVICES

Brandy Nicole Babcock, Lincoln, IL 4

Vicki Lynn Carter, Saybrook, IL 3

Wilda Castro, Las Vegas, NV 1 5

Valena Georgette Claiborne,   

Bloomington, IL 4

Melissa S. Daugherty, Bloomington, IL 4

Clifford H. Davis, Decatur, IL

Michelle Lynn Davis, Downs, IL

Judy Dunning, Decatur, IL 2

Terrianne E. Eller, Decatur, IL

Brenda Lee Hamilton, Fancy Prairie, IL 2

Teresa M. Hawkes, Rapids City, IL

Daniel A. Hoehne, Germantown Hills, IL 2

Timothy M. Lourash, Warrensburg, IL

Theresa Marie Noel, Peoria, IL

Bethany J. O’Neal, Morton, IL

Michael James Plezia, Elgin, IL

HUMAN SERVICES and

LEADERSHIP/MANAGEMENT

Arienne T. Criss-Thornton, Peoria, IL

LEADERSHIP  and MANAGEMENT

Todd W. Galyen, Streator, IL

Chad D. Ijams, Downs, IL

Heidi M. King, Tremont, IL 3

Jimmy R. Nash II, Decatur, IL

David Richard Schappaugh, Pontiac, IL

Janell Lyn Woolard, Hartsburg, IL

Master of Arts

ORGANIZATIONAL LEADERSHIP

Michael S. Alires, Las Vegas, NV

Charles Allcott IV, Webb City, MO

Brian M. Beube, Decatur, IL

Cindy Kay Brockhouse, Lincoln, IL

Samuel Jayson French, Oronogo, MO

Sally J. Litterly, Elkhart, IL

Quinton Joseph Macari, Jr., Peoria, IL

Rachel R. Marten, Lincoln, IL

Stacey Jean Martin, Lincoln, IL

Thomas E. Palmer, Beloit, OH

Kathy B. Paulraj, Kodaikanal, India

Edward Plumier, Lincoln, IL

Brenda A. Sanders, Shelbyville, IL

Seth Adam Thomas, Union, MO

2 Degree awarded August 31, 2010
3 Degree awarded December 31, 2010 
4 Degree to be awarded August 31, 2011
5 Las Vegas program

2011
GRADUATES
of the Hargrove School of
Adult & Graduate Studies

Adult & Graduate Studies honored

students: Clayton J. Sanders and

Samuel Jayson French.

2011 MA in Organizational Leadership

graduates.



The 2011 President’s Distinguished

Service Award was presented to Ron and

Connie Betenbough on May 13 in

recognition of their extraordinary vision

for global mission through gifts made to

the Seminary at Lincoln Christian

University. 

Betenbough Homes, West Texas’

number one home builder, was founded

in 1992 when father and son duo, Ron

and Rick Betenbough, teamed up to

deliver quality homes at the most

competitive price. The pair built 11

homes that inaugural year and 53

homes the following year, launching a

continuous chain of years during which

Betenbough Homes built more homes

than any other home builder in West

Texas.

Now, nearly 20 years later, Betenbough

Homes has built more than 3,500

homes in communities across West

Texas. During those years, the

Betenboughs established a

Christian-based, employee-owned

company filled with people passionate

about people, passionate about God,

and passionate about providing an

unparalleled home buying experience. 

The community of Betenbough Homes

believes that “ordinary” people can live 

each and every day with Kingdom

passion and God-directed purpose.

Their desire is to stand as Christ’s

ambassadors by living as bold

witnesses of His transforming love and

mercy. As they encounter others in the

marketplace, it is their prayer that

others will have a living, breathing

encounter with Jesus as He uses them

to speak truth and to bring Living

Water to all who will drink. 

The scholarship dollars from the

Betenbough Charitable Foundation

have been amazing, totaling $298,500

to date. According to President Ray,

“Every dollar has subsidized the cost to

educate international students through

our Seminary.” In total, 35 students

from 18 different countries have

pursued a master’s degree as a way of

preparing for Christian leadership.

These graduates now serve as

preachers and teachers in Burma,

Canada, Hong Kong, India, Kenya,

Myanmar, and Tanzania. Others are

ministering to Muslims in the Ukraine,

planting churches and opening an

orphanage in India, and opening a

youth center in the Philippines. In

addition, there are graduates teaching

in higher education in Thailand,

Canada, and Myanmar as a result of

the Betenbough’s generosity.

Lincoln Community 
Leadership Award
Lincoln residents Patrick and April

Doolin were awarded the Lincoln

Christian University (LCU) Community

Leadership Award on Friday, May 13 at

LCU’s annual Recognition Banquet. 

In presenting the award, LCU President

Keith H. Ray said, “The Doolins are

deeply involved in the community.

Patrick Doolin is a past president of the

Chamber of Commerce Board and an

active leader in planning and executing

the Balloon Fest each year. He is a

member and past vice president of the

Lincoln/Logan County Economic

Development Partnership board. He also

sits on the Board of Directors of

Abraham Lincoln Memorial Hospital.”

Mr. and Mrs. Doolin own Integrity Data,

a company that builds computer

enhancements customized to meet human

resources and enterprise planning needs

of businesses and organizations. The

Doolins moved Integrity Data from

Minnesota to Lincoln in 1998. In

addition, the Doolins own Integrity

Holdings (a property management firm)

and Design Solutions Group (an

architectural design firm). 

The Doolins’ faith is an integral part of

their business, community and family

lives. The Integrity Data mission is “With

integrity and excellence, we develop

relationships and business solutions that

improve lives locally and globally.” They

are members of Jefferson Street Christian

Church. They have organized, led and

been actively involved in “Together for

Lincoln” from its inception.

According

to Ray,

“Lincoln
is a better
place
because
of their
commitment and service to the
community.”
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President’s Distinguished Service Award
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Lynn Laughlin (LL): Dr. Ham, as an alumnus of the

College (1984) and the Seminary (1988), how do you see

your contribution as Provost in terms of preserving and

perpetuating the best of Lincoln Christian University?  

Clay Ham (CH): First of all, Lynn, I am honored to be a

double graduate from Lincoln Christian. I left campus in 1988,

having finished my master of divinity degree using only a

typewriter; I returned in 2008 and assisted in the development

of our first online program, now under the direction of Dr.

Don Green. The contrast in those two technologies captures

the challenge of preserving the best of what Lincoln has been

and pursuing the best of what Lincoln will be. We talk about

this on campus in terms of “fulfilling our unchanging mission

in changing marketplaces.” As one example, consider this:

within 10 years from the founding of LBI, ten percent of

graduates were serving as missionaries in various places

around the world; now we have current students living in

Poland, Nigeria, Japan, South Korea, China, Yemen, and

Somalia. Lincoln Christian has always been about Jesus’ Great

Commission, and the University now has opportunity to

provide curriculum grounded in a Christian worldview directly

to students living all over the world. As Provost, the position

we used to call Vice President of Academics, I hope to lead the

faculty in developing creative approaches to fulfilling LCU’s

historic mission. 

LL: Lincoln Christian has long been an advocate of the

Stone-Campbell movement. What is your commitment to

that vision?

CH: I was born into the Stone-Campbell Movement, growing

up in the Chambersburg Christian Church in Chambersburg,

IL. It is the church where I was baptized into Christ and where

I was challenged to devote my life to Christian ministry. Since

then I have been an active member in six different Christian

Churches, one of which was a new church plant supported by

both independent Christian Churches and non-instrumental

Churches of Christ. In addition, I am currently involved with

two international ministries associated with the

Stone-Campbell Movement: 

Lakeview Bible College & Seminary in Chennai, India and

New Mission Systems International in Fort Myers, FL. Since

returning to LCU, I have attended most often my home church

in Chambersburg where my parents still live, preaching and

teaching there on occasion and in other Christian churches in

Versailles, Mt. Sterling, and Beardstown, all within twenty

miles of where I grew up. 

LL: Earl Hargrove had a great deal of passion for the life

and leadership of the local church. How do you see your

leadership reflecting and supporting that same passion?

In the last five years, only one person added to our faculty had

class with Mr. Hargrove – me. I think I am right in saying this.

So when you ask this question, I can actually picture Mr.

Hargrove standing in front of our class, expressing that

passion. I preached some of my first sermons as a result of

what he assigned in the class. As I answered earlier, I have

tried to have significant personal involvement with the local

church, especially in Illinois, Texas, and India. In terms of my

academic leadership, I want to ensure that Lincoln Christian

provides the highest quality of educational programs for

ministry preparation and that these programs remain central

among the curriculum at LCU. I also want to make certain that

our faculty, both experienced and newly hired, share that

passion for the local church, evidenced in their involvement in

the church where they worship and in other churches where

they serve on behalf of the University. 

LL: Lincoln has been blessed with very capable faculty

over the years. What are the top priorities for them given

your role as Provost?

CH: When President Ray first asked me to consider serving as

Provost, his expectations for faculty development especially

excited me. So, I could elaborate for some time on this

question. Bottom line, I want all faculty members to show

ongoing improvement in the three primary areas of their job

description: teaching, scholarship, and service. While I 

could give examples from each of these, let me talk about the

first one.
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Are faculty better teachers than they were three or five years

ago? For them, this prospect has gotten more difficult because

of the huge part technology plays in higher education. Almost

every class offered at LCU involves some form of technology,

and some classes are accomplished entirely online. Two

faculty members, Ann Spellman and Tom Sowers, provide

ongoing opportunities for our faculty to learn how to teach

“online.” So one goal I have for our faculty is that they each

teach an online course in the next three years. 

LL: What are the key concerns you have in overseeing the

generational shift coming to LCU, particularly with the

approaching retirement of our second generation of

faculty, and how you can give reassurance that Lincoln’s

future is in good hands?

CH: The issue you raise here is not substantially different from

what churches experience, when the primary responsibility for

leadership is passed from one generation to another. At LCU,

we have a number of faculty members over 60 years of age

and a number under 40 with few in between. I think this age

distribution among our faculty has come about because of the

periods of growth in the history of the institution and because

LCU is a great place to work. This transition from the second

to third generation of faculty is one of my top priorities as

Provost. I do have the benefit of having had class with many

first (Hargrove, Mills, Dowling, and Webb) and second

generation faculty (Shaw, Strauss, Castelein, Ewald, Boatman,

Hall, and Lowery). So I think I understand well their passion

and love for Lincoln Christian. I also have strong relationships

with our younger faculty to help them embrace the ethos and

mission of LCU. 

Lately I have been reading devotionally from the Pastoral

Epistles, which have a good bit to say about “leadership

succession.” For example, 2 Timothy 2:2 reads, “And the

things you have heard me say in the presence of many

witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also be qualified

to teach others” (NIV2011). In the context of LCU, this

suggests that we need to make good hires and we need to work

hard at mentoring them. Perhaps the best example of this on

campus is in the area of theology. Two of our younger

generation of faculty, Dr. Christopher Simpson and Dr. Steve

Cone, studied with Dr. John Castelein in our Seminary. Both

Chris and Steve have joined our faculty since 2005, both still

work closely with their mentor, and all three work together

mentoring students in a weekly forum over lunch on Tuesdays.  

LL: Do you have any final comments for the alumni?

CH: We have come through a very difficult year. We have

several good people on faculty who will not be with us this

fall. So I ask for your support in prayer—for those leaving our

campus, for those remaining, and for the journey ahead at

LCU. Making decisions as an academic administrator is not

easy when financial resources are limited. Do I allocate funds

for the printing of a new catalog or for the stipends for three

adjuncts? Do I assign funds for the professional development

of faculty or for the employment of student workers? When

decisions like these are made, it is sometimes difficult to

communicate sufficient information to explain them. Please

know that we always welcome inquiries and questions

regarding the decisions and directions of the University. Let’s

hope and pray together that Lincoln Christian University’s

brightest days are still ahead. 
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Remembering a Trusted Friend
“Those who know your

name will trust in you…”

– Psalm 9:10 

W A R R E N  B .  S M I T H
(1931 – 2011)

Lincoln Christian University’s

family of faculty, staff, trustees,

and friends are saddened at the

recent loss of our long-time employee

and friend, Warren Smith, who was

Director of Estate Planning Services

since 1983. Warren passed away on

April 10, 2011, following a battle with

cancer. He is survived by his wife

Freeda, four children, and six

grandchildren. 

Between 1950 and 1964, Warren served

churches in Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and

California. From 1964 to 1983, Warren

worked in the field of finances and

estate planning, gaining expertise in an

area that made him the ideal candidate

for Lincoln Christian’s Director of

Estate Planning Services, a role he filled

from 1983 to 2011. He brought to those

he served the unique blend of a pastor’s

heart and a financial planner’s

experience, wrapped up in his love for

God’s Kingdom. Warren provided

personal estate planning consultations,

conducted seminars, and taught and

preached Biblical stewardship. His

Estate Planning Guide helped bring

organization and thorough planning to

more than 2,000 families who looked to

him for direction in their estate planning

and final stewardship decisions. Many

Christian ministries have benefited

financially from his work, especially

Lincoln Christian University.

The Psalmist David was honoring God

when he said, “Those who know your

name will trust in you.” – Psalm 9:10. If

we could pen special words of honor for

Warren Smith, our words would be very

much like David’s words. A godly man,

Warren earned trust in all he did. His

ministry was first and foremost serving

the needs and wishes of the families

with whom he consulted. All who knew

his name knew that his counsel would be

wise and in their very best interest. 

Warren was recognized in 2002 with the

President’s Distinguished Service Award

for the impact his work has had and will

continue to have on Lincoln Christian

University. Warren called countless

Christian friends to a partnership that

will be reflected in the lives of Lincoln

Leaders for decades to come. His life’s

work is summed up in Revelation 14:13: 

“Then I heard a

voice from heaven

say, ‘Write: Blessed

are the dead who die

in the Lord from now

on. . . . they will rest

from their labor, for

their deeds will

follow them.’”  
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President Ray has announced the

appointment of Dr. Dinelle

Frankland as Interim Dean of the

Seminary, effective June 1, 2011.

Dr. Frankland joined LCU’s

Seminary in 2003. She holds a

Bachelor of Sacred Music degree

(LCC 1979), a Master of Music

degree (Southwestern Baptist

Theological Seminary 1987), and a

Doctorate of Worship Studies

(Robert E. Webber Institute 2004). Frankland taught at

Dallas Christian College and Ozark Christian College before

joining the faculty of Lincoln Christian Seminary. She will

remain Professor of Worship Studies and overseer of the

Worship Studies program. 

Dr. Neal Windham has been

appointed Interim Academic Dean

of the School of Undergraduate

Studies, effective June 1, 2011. Dr.

Windham is a three-time graduate of

Lincoln Christian (BA-1978,

MA-1980, MDiv-1994) and holds a

doctoral degree from Azusa Pacific

University (DMin-2006). Windham

was appointed to our faculty in 1986

and serves as Professor of Spiritual Formation. A national

search will be conducted in the next 12 months to fill the

position left open by Karen Diefendorf’s recall to active

duty by the U.S. Army. 

Jason Farr will be moving from the Fiscal Services

Department to begin work as a Financial Aid Counselor for

the Hargrove School of Adult & Graduate Studies. Jason

will be coordinating financial aid recruitment activities and

information sessions, presenting financial aid information to

prospective students. Additional responsibilities include

analyzing current financial aid policies and procedures and

making recommendations for enhancements to better meet

the needs of adult, online and graduate students. Kathy

Johnson, in turn, will be filling the vacancy left in Fiscal

Services with Jason’s move. Kathy will assume her new job

as Fiscal Services Associate on June 1. She will be

managing accounts payable, assisting with student billing,

and managing the reception desk. We look forward to

Kathy’s continued contribution to LCU in this new role.

Krista Wong will begin her duties as LCU’s new Vice

President of Enrollment Management on July 1, 2011.

Krista is a native Hawaiian, but has spent the last 15 years in

Christian Higher Education on the mainland. She will be

leaving her current position as Director of Admissions at

Bethel College in Mishawaka, IN, where she has worked in

undergraduate recruitment for the last 13 years. During that

time Bethel College has experienced an enrollment increase

of 600 students. Additionally, she is a member of several

national college admissions associations including the North

American Coalition for Christian Admission Professionals

(NACCAP) which provide her with national experience and

professional expertise in the area of enrollment

management. Krista earned her BA in Psychology from

Bethel College (1996) and has completed some graduate

work at Indiana Wesleyan University. She is a delightful

Christian woman who has successfully integrated her faith

with her professional calling.

Lincoln Christian University is

proud to announce the calling of

Kim M. Baldwin as Assistant

Professor of Psychology and

Counseling, effective August 1,

2011. Ms. Baldwin is currently

finishing a pre-doctoral internship

with the Counseling & Student

Development Center of Northern

Illinois University, DeKalb, IL.

Upon completion, she will receive the Doctor of Psychology

degree from Wheaton College. Ms. Baldwin also received an

MA in Clinical Psychology from Wheaton and an MA in

Counseling from our Seminary. She has co-authored articles

published in the American Journal of Psychotherapy and

Diabetes Selected Papers. Her dissertation is entitled,

Emerging adults' perceptions of helpful versus unhelpful

parental intervention during college years. Additionally, Ms.

Baldwin has served on staff at Counseling and Consultation

Services, Illinois Wesleyan University, Eastland

Psychological Services (Bloomington), and Lincoln Pastoral

Counseling Services (Lincoln). 

Dr. Clay Ham has been named Chair

of the Association for Biblical Higher

Education (ABHE) Commission on

Accreditation. His term will expire in

2012. 

LCU welcomes Everett Crowell to

the Facility Management Department.

Everett has been property manager

for Jefferson Street Christian Church for the past 10 years

and has worked in supervisory capacity at Precision

Products of Lincoln and Mechanical Devices Co. of

Bloomington for the 13 years prior. Everett brings with him

a wealth of experience in all facets of property management

and maintenance as well as a strong servant attitude and love

for Christ.

Faculty/Staff News
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The Hargrove School of Adult & Graduate Studies has been

approved for two new degree programs to be offered at sites

in Peoria, IL. 

The BA in Urban Ministries degree is designed to provide

adult learners the knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary

to serve in the city in a church or other community-based

setting. The curriculum focuses on becoming an urban

servant leader through God’s Word and God’s work in the

city. This degree completion program is considered a “2+2”

program, which includes two years at Illinois Central

College (ICC) to earn an Associate in Arts & Science and

two years at LCU’s site at ICC’s North Campus, in Peoria, to

complete a BA in Urban Ministry.

The MA in Bioethics program is for professionals in

medical fields who think and live critically. It recognizes the

compassion we have for mankind in ongoing medical

advances, and provides the foundational orientation, skills,

and clinical experiences that are critical to developing the

core competencies in the field of bioethics. LCU has

assembled an impressive group of professors who will help

students explore the diverse contexts which intersect with

bioethical issues from a Christian worldview.

For more information, visit

www.lincolnchristian.edu/Hargrove.

Red reaches Peoria
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Eleanor Daniel (LCC ’62, LCS ’65)

received a Distinguished Service Award

at Cincinnati Christian University. The

award, which is the highest award

presented by the trustees, recognized her

13 years of service at CCU, citing

specifically her work in developing a

cooperative teacher education program,

development of the professional

counseling program in the seminary, and

leadership of accreditation efforts that led

to accreditation of the school in 1989.  

Robert Taylor (LCC ’79) and his wife

Kathy Lee are serving at the Green

Mountain Christian Church in Lakewood,

Colorado, where Robert is currently

Interim Minister.

Gary L. Wackler (LCC ’87) is now

ministering with the Draper Christian

Church in Eden, NC, following a 7-year

ministry with First Christian Church in

Beaver, Pennsylvania.

David B. Manley (LCC ’03) and his

wife Patty have recently moved to

Salineville, OH, where David is

ministering with the Salineville Church

of Christ.  

Stephen Collins (LCC ’72, LCS ’89,

’94, ’95) marked the 40th anniversary of

his ordination to Christian Ministry on

February 14, 2011. Don Sharp preached

the ordination sermon at Steve’s home

church, First Christian Church, in Sturgis,

Kentucky. Following ministries in the

local church, Steve came to serve LCU

from 1986 – 1990 and returned in 2003,

where he is currently the Associate Dean

for Undergraduate Programs in the

Hargrove School.

Floyd Stone (LCC ’69) has recently

been called to a new kind of ministry as

Chaplain and head of the Pastoral Care

Unit, serving at the Greene County

General Hospital in Linton, IN.  He and

his wife Judy reside in Jasonville, IN.  

Linda (Wagner) Arnold (LCC ’71) and

husband Dan (LCC), celebrated their

40th wedding anniversary on June 26.

The Arnolds were one of the original

families planting the York (PA) Christian

Church.  They have a son Matt and a

daughter Rachel.  They have had a

musical ministry for 40 years as a piano

and vocal duo.  They continue to live in

Pennsylvania.

Richard A. Sprague (LBI ’61) was

married on April 2, 2011, to Kathleen N.

Lane, at the Mound Road Christian

Church, Decatur, IL. Richard served as

general manager of IDES (International

Disaster Emergency Service) in

Kempton, IN for 27 years, prior to his

retirement in 2001. They continue to

reside in Kempton and are serving with

the Eastside Christian Church in

Frankfort, IN.

Jim and Eleanor Boyer (LBI)

celebrated 70 years of marriage at an

open house on December 12, 2010. They

were married December 29, 1940 in

Cedarville, IL. They have served in

ministries at Summum, Raymond,

Palmyra, Jerseyville, and Godfrey, IL.

They also served as dorm parents at St.

Louis Christian College from 1967-1970.

They have two deceased children and one

granddaughter.

Charles Elston (LCC ’62,

LCS ’65) and wife Doris

(LCC) celebrated their

fiftieth wedding anniversary

on March 26, 2011, in

Plainfield, IN. Most of their

wedding party were able to

be present for the celebration

at the Center Community

Church and resulted in a

“mini LCC reunion.” Chuck

served the Center

Community Church for 16

years, prior to retirement in

2006. Doris continues as

Office Manager. Both remain active in

teaching and serving in several ministries

in Plainfield.

Justin Bagby (LCC ’02) and wife Kelli

(LCC ’01), reside in Portland, OR, where

Justin serves as pastor with the Evergreen

Community Church. He completed his

MDiv from Western Seminary in 2009.

They have one child, Gram Keaton, born

October 24, 2009.  

William A. Palmer (LCC ’68) is

currently serving as interim executive

director of the Parent-Child Development

Corporation, headquartered in West

Point, VA. In addition to childcare and

preschool programs in West Point, the

agency operates 12 Head Start centers

that serve seven Virginia counties.  

Dr. Neil R. Leroux (LCS ’81), is the

2011 recipient of the UMN Faculty

Distinguished Research Award. He has
published two monographs, both of
which focus on the rhetoric of Martin
Luther: Luther’s Rhetoric: Strategies

and Style from the Invocavit Sermons

and Martin Luther as Comforter:

Writings on Death. He has been
commissioned to follow up with a
book-length critical edition of a Luther
sermon. Dr. Leroux has emerged as a
top Luther scholar who has been
identified as “the single most important
writer on the use of rhetoric and

rhetorical style writing today.”

Alumni News

MINISTRY NEWS MISCELLANEOUS

Those alumni who served as the wedding party for Charles and
Doris Elston 50 years ago are (left to right): Kay (Showen)
Leukhart, Lois (Corbus) Davis, Dean Schrumpf, Don Paine,
Loren Deckard, Ken Whiles, Brenda (Downen) LeMieux, and

Allan McMillan.  Seated: Doris and Charles Elston



Bill (LCU) and Lacy (LCU’01, ’10)

Buss are pleased to announce the birth of

their son, Oliver Liam, born December 2,

2010.  He was welcomed by his big

brother, Rowen James, age 6.  The family

resides in Lincoln, as Bill continues his

education at the Hargrove School.  

Nicholas (LCC ’07) and Jessica

(Musgraves) Hanson (LCC ’07, LCU

’11), welcome Kendon Paul Hanson,

born April 8, 2011.  Nick is a paramedic

with the Lincoln/Logan County

Paramedic Association, and Jessica is

employed at LCU as Director of

Admissions for the Hargrove School of

Adult & Graduate Studies.  

Alein Telcine (LCU ’10) reports that he

and his wife were blessed with a

daughter, Lory Ellis-Aliane, born on

March 2, 2011. The family resides in

Peoria, IL.   

Evelyn Taylor, a former LCU employee,

passed away at the age of 90 following a

brief illness.  She was preceded in death

by her husband Alan in 2000, also a

long-time employee of Lincoln Christian

University. She is survived by one son

and two daughters. Through Alan and

Evelyn’s generous stewardship, many

major items of maintenance equipment, a

multi-purpose building, and a student

scholarship fund have been provided.

Memorials have been designated to the

Taylor Scholarship fund at Lincoln

Christian University or COPE.

E. Jane Longdon (LBI), wife of Robert

Longdon (LBI ’57), passed from this life

on March 26, 2011, following an

extended  illness.  Together, she and

Robert ministered to churches in

Indianapolis and surrounding states for

over 50 years. They had been married 52

years.  She is survived by four children,

12 grandchildren, and one sister. Robert

continues to reside in Indianapolis.  

Cynthia Kelley (LCC ’73), passed away

suddenly at her home on March 20, 2011.

Services and burial were in Michigan

City. The family has designated the

National Bible Bowl program located in

Cincinnati to be the recipient of memorial

gifts.  

Margaret (Myers) Coonce (LBI)

passed away on March 22, 2011, at the

Washington (IL) Christian Village. She

is survived by her husband Charles

Coonce (LBI ’56), three children, 11

grandchildren and one great-grandson.

Margaret served alongside her husband in

ministries in Illinois and Indiana. She

served on the board of the North Burma

Christian Mission and was church

secretary at Morton (IL) Christian

Church for the last 10 years. Memorials

have been designated to Lincoln

Christian University, North Burma

Christian Mission, or Morton Christian

Church.

Kenneth Thompson of Indianapolis

passed away on March 25, 2011,

following a battle with Parkinson’s and

heart disease. Services were held at the

East 96th St. Christian Church  in

Indianapolis on March 28. Kenneth

served as one of LCU’s trustees in the

1980s. His wife Nancy survives and

resides in Indianapolis.

Francis Leigh Hargrave (LBI ’47)

entered heaven at the age of 90 on

February 9, 2011, in Bristol, TN,

following a short illness. Leigh’s family

sang and preached to Southern Illinois

churches during the Depression. He

ministered with many congregations over

60 years in Illinois, Tennessee, Virginia,

Indiana, California, Kentucky, Alabama,

and Florida. He is survived by his wife

Mary, two daughters, three children, and

three great-grandchildren. Mary

continues to reside in Bristol.

Janice L. Burdick (LBI), of Blue

Springs, MO, passed away Saturday,

February 19, 2011.  She is survived by

her husband Bruce (LBI ’51, LCS).

Together they shared nearly five decades

of ministry with the local church.  
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DEATHS

BIRTHS

AUGUST
August 18

Seminary Early Registration

August 20

New Student Move-in Day 

August 30

Convocation

OCTOBER
October 3-12

Alumni Phonathon

October 5-6

Strauss Lectureship

October 10

Campus Visit Day

October 14-15

Alumni Homecoming

October 24-25

Illinois State Ministers’ Retreat

NOVEMBER
November 12

Campus Visit Day

November 17-20

National Missionary Convention

Atlanta, GA

DECEMBER
December 1-4

Christmas in the Chapel

2011 Fall  EVENTS
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Class of 1961

Celebrates 50th
Year Anniversary
The tradition continues, as each year during

Commencement weekend Lincoln Christian

University’s 50th year anniversary class returns

to campus for reunion and fellowship. 

This year LCU welcomed the Class of 1961,

who represents the final class to graduate under

the name of Lincoln Bible Institute. Thirty-one

class members and spouses/guests shared in a

welcoming luncheon, campus and community

tours, an evening banquet, an after-glow

fellowship party, and Commencement the

following day. For some, this was their first

return to campus since their own graduation

in 1961. 

Class members came from Illinois, Missouri, Arizona, Kentucky, Indiana, Michigan, New Mexico, Texas and Virginia. Many

are still actively engaged in ministry and continue to live their missions as LBI alumni. 

Alumni News

Those attending the Class of ’61 reunion were: (back row from left) Jim
Correll, Tom Armour, Rondal Smith, Dale Hillard, Stuart Couve,

Richard Sprague, Robert Scott, Jerry Williams, John Nawn, (front row
from left) Gerald Denny, Ruth Denny, Mary Lu Throop, Carolyn Goins,

Marilyn Haenig, Betty Siddens, and Robert Mallett.

Hall of Fame 2011 By Jack Getchel, Sports Information Director

Kevin McCaster and Anne Sheets (LCC ’95) were

honored February 19, 2011, when they were inducted into

Lincoln Christian University’s Athletic Hall of Fame. 

Anne Sheets, Class of 1995, received her award from

former women’s basketball coach Nancy Siddens and was

recognized for her achievements in both basketball and

volleyball.  Her basketball achievements from 1991-1994

included being named a NCCAA All-American, NCCAA

All Mid-West Region Team, and five all tournament

teams.  Sheets was a starter all four years and Team

Captain in her senior year. On the volleyball team from

1991-1993 she was named to the NCCAA All-Midwest

Regional team, played in 284 games with 2,056 assists,

198 kills, 132 blocks, and 247 service aces.

Kevin McCaster played his first two years of college basketball at Lincoln College and then transferred to Lincoln Christian

University where he played from 1983-1985. McCaster was presented his award by former coach and athletic director Lynn

Laughlin. McCaster was a NCCAA All-American, named to the NCCAA All-Region Team, and on three All-Tournament teams. 

. 

Anne Sheets and Nancy Siddens Lynn Laughlin and Kevin McCaster



Suzanne Gowin started studying at the Seminary at Lincoln Christian University in 1994. On May 14, 2011 she walked across

the stage of the Earl C Hargrove Chapel Auditorium and received her diploma. 

Gowin actually finished her coursework in 1996 but life intervened when she married her husband Michael, and she never

finished her thesis. 

Last summer, she felt prompted by God to finally finish when she changed her thesis topic to “God’s Heart for the Fatherless.”

Suzanne chose this topic because it focuses on the study of God's special concern for orphans in the Bible. The Gowins, who

already had three children, were in the process of adopting two more from Ethiopia while she was writing her final paper. 

“I know it seemed crazy to others, and to us, that I was attempting to finish this in the middle of our adoption, which included

two trips to Ethiopia. But, I have a feeling the timing was not a coincidence,” says Gowin, “Our two newest children are my

thesis with skin on it!

“The more I argued with God and ‘reminded’ Him that it was crazy and that we

could possibly have new kids coming that fall, the more I felt He would

laugh and say, ‘Well, you'd better hurry up then!’” 

Gowin pushed hard to finish, getting most of the writing done before

traveling to Ethiopia. Time kept ticking and before she knew it, she

was bringing two new additions to the family home to Lincoln, IL.

Not as much got done on her thesis during this time because of

unexpected doctor appointments and hospital stays for the new

children. Gowin shares, “God showed His faithfulness once again.

With the help of my husband and some good friends sharing in the

care of the kids, I have been able to finally finish my thesis.”

As a student in the Lincoln Christian Seminary, Gowin majored in

New Testament, and is one of the last to graduate under the

instruction of Dr. Bob Lowery, who passed away on April 28, 2011.

Gowin states that studying under Dr. Lowery was invaluable and

she is honored to have been taught by someone she respects so

much. “I have learned amazing things about interpreting and

applying Scripture, and also about how true Christian men and

women live their lives.

“Dr. Gary Hall has also been very influential in my education and

spiritual growth,” says Gowin,  “I am so thankful to finally have the

thesis finished, but I have enjoyed the process and what I have

learned, and if one family is prompted to adopt because of our

experience, then it will all be worth it!”
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Life Prompts
Student to Finish
Seminary Degree
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Featuring Bob Russell, former minister Southeast Christian Church, Louisville, KY.

Bringing four messages Monday night and Tuesday

With Dr. Don Green—Monday Night Bible Exposition and Dr. Dinelle Frankland—Worship Leader

Additional Workshops:

Dealing with Homosexuality—Kent Paris

Handling Security Issues—John Nolan

Best Advice I Ever Received—Panel

Registration Information:

Registration/check in from 3-4 p.m. Monday, October
24 in the LCU Laughlin Center.

Cost: $40 if received by October 10.  After October 10,
cost is $50 (includes Monday evening dinner and
Tuesday lunch).  Monday only: $25. Tuesday only $20.
Spouses may attend for $25.  

Scholarships available by contacting David McConnell,
First Christian Church, Effingham, IL. Phone
217-342-6797 or email ccmdivad@hotmail.com.

Register with: Barry West, Sidney Christian Church, 305
E. Main St., Sidney, IL 61877 or call 217-688-2224.

BONUS:  First 50 registrants will receive their choice
of a CD from one of the sessions.

Bob Russell Dinelle Frankland Don Green


