FEAT U R E S

Then Jesus came up and said to them,
“All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me. Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded
you. And remember, I am with you
always, to the end of the age.”
Matthew 28:18-20
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PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE

At the time I interviewed for the role of President with our Board of Trustees, our annual revenue had declined from approximately
$12 million in 2015, to approximately $10 million at the close of 2019. I was asked what I thought would need to happen to change this
trajectory. Conventional wisdom in higher education would say that because enrollment decline was the primary cause, enrollment
growth would be the primary answer. While there’s no doubt that enrollment growth is critically important to our future, my response
was that it did not seem likely to me to be the primary source of a turnaround. Recruiting students is a real challenge for us. Because
we believe that we educate in service to the church, we infuse Bible, theology, and worldview throughout all our curricula. We also have
high expectations for student behavior. Though core to our mission, these obviously narrow the options of who we can enroll. There are
other less lofty challenges as well. Many of today’s prospective students attend high schools substantially larger and better resourced
than LCU. Though our staff does a remarkable job of maintaining our campus, the truth is, we have not had a large scale infrastructure
infusion since the late 2000s, and we still carry too much debt from those efforts to yet embark on more. Other schools have tried
responding to financial challenges like these by giving away ever more financial aid or reducing admissions standards or behavioral
expectations. Neither has proven effective.
Instead, I suggested that I believed that a path forward could perhaps be found in reversing a paradigm shift that has overtaken us
across our 76 year history. In 1944, Lincoln Bible Institute was a mission, and it was funded as such by churches and individuals. As
we grew, to many we became less a mission and more of a service provider. We began routinely fielding a question that other types
of missions rarely if ever hear: “what have you done for us lately?” This thought process tends to go something like this: the churches
support LCU because LCU trains ministers who staff the churches, and when the church no longer sends LCU students or hires LCU grads
as ministers, then the church no longer receives a benefit that justifies financially supporting LCU. While a transactional model like this
works for some universities, if you narrow the pool of applicants as we do, there simply isn’t enough tuition money available to fund
the enterprise. No, LCU was designed to be poor; intentionally dependent upon the financial support of those who think our mission is
important, and destined to fail without that support.
I am pleased to introduce this edition of the Restorer about the call to make disciples, because making disciples is our mission. We take
students with a commitment to Christ – often with very little knowledge of what that means either theologically or practically, and work
tirelessly to give them the tools and show them the need for life-long Kingdom service. That benefits all of us. And let me tell you, it’s
harder than it’s ever been. Our culture has deeply distorted notions of God, Scripture, identity, and morality. Many of our students arrive
with some of these distortions deeply engrained in their thinking, and all of them leave to serve in a world in which they are prevalent.
While the church is gaining ground in many parts of the world, we’re ceding our own backyard. LCU’s mission has always been
growing the Kingdom. How we have talked about it and the methods we’ve used to accomplish it have evolved over the years, but
our fundamental purpose hasn’t wavered and it’s never been more important. This is a mission worth supporting and you can see the
impact of that support in the stories you’ll read in this Restorer.
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rave
REVIEWS

PUBLICATIONS:
1 Dr. Kim Baldwin, Associate Professor of Clinical Mental Health
Counseling, presented “Healthy Boundaries,” “Self Care,” “Complex
Trauma,” and “Reactive Attachment Disorder,” for Catalyst Ministries,
Bloomington, IL (a ministry for equipping and empowering women and
children-at-risk both locally and in the developing world).
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2 Dr. Christopher Beard, Professor-at-Large, joined the faculty at LCU
in Fall, 2018 as the program director for the MA in Organizational
Leadership. Dr. Beard holds a PhD in Leadership Studies from
Johnson University as well as degrees in New Testament and Business
Administration.
3 Dr. Sharon Bloch, Associate Professor of Science, published “Faith

2

3

and Science: A Partnership” in The Lookout (October, 2018). The purpose
of the article is to help the readers see the unique relationship between
science and faith through stories of scientists whose faith drove their
scientific research.
4 Dr. Kevin Dell, Professor-at-Large, joined the faculty in Fall, 2018.
His teaching responsibilities include courses in the MA in Spiritual
Formation, MDiv, and MA in Ministry. He holds a DMin in Spiritual
Formation and an MDiv from Lincoln Christian Seminary as well as
undergraduate degrees from St. Louis Christian College and Southern
Illinois University at Edwardsville.
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5 Dr. Mark Mangano, Professor of Old Testament, led a workshop for the
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Intentional Church Conference in Decatur, Illinois entitled, “Daniel in
the 21st Century.” Dr. Mangano summarized the workshop this way: “the
winds of secularism are blowing hard against the Church of Jesus Christ.
Christians can learn from the life of Daniel valuable lessons in dealing
with the contours of secular cultures.”
6 Dr. Brian Messner, Professor of History, chairs the Subvention
Committee of the Association of Ancient Historians. The Subvention
Committee provides funding grants for graduate students and junior
faculty to attend the annual meeting of the Association of Ancient
Historians. The chair also mentors grant recipients at the annual
meeting.

7 Dr. Chuck Sackett, Professor of Preaching, taught Hermeneutics in
Moldova and in Heiligenkreuz, Austria.
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upcomingEVENTS

AUGUST
20
20-22
23
24

Move-in Day
Life @ LCU
Classes begin
Convocation with the Inauguration of LCU’s 8th
President, Dr. SIlas McCormick

OCTOBER
9
11

An Evening at LCU Fundraising Gala
Fall Preview Day
(LincolnChristian.edu/Visit)
12-13 James D. Strauss Wordview Lectureship
(LincolnChristian.edu/strausslectures)
25-26 Midwest Ministers’ Retreat and Summit
(LincolnChristian.edu/midwestministers)
29-30 The Forge Conference
(LincolnChristian.edu/theforge)

NOVEMBER
6
18-21

Lincoln Leaders Scholarship Competition
(LincolnChristian.edu/LLSC)
International Conference on Missions,
Richmond, VA (theicom.org)

DECEMBER
2-5
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Christmas in the Chapel
(LincolnChristian.edu/Christmas)
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