
What is the future of Lincoln Christian University?

At the end of the academic year, May 31, 2024, Lincoln Christian University will cease academic

operations. That is, we will no longer be offering academic credit or degrees. However, please note that:

● On June 1, 2024, in order to celebrate and continue the legacy of our institution, Ozark
Christian College will rename their graduate studies department as Lincoln Seminary.

● After May 31, 2024, it is likely the legal entity that is LCU will continue in some capacity for
some time as, at a minimum, we will still need to resolve outstanding debts, assets, or other
matters.

● There are continued conversations about additional and meaningful ways to continue the
legacy of Lincoln Christian University within the local church and the wider world of Christian
education, and any updates concerning LCU's ongoing ministry will be shared in a timely
manner.

What degree programs will Ozark be receiving from LCU?

Ozark is seeking approval to continue the following HLC- and ATS-accredited degree programs: Master of
Divinity, Master of Arts in Bible and Theology. OCC is approved to offer an MA in Christian Ministry
(which can serve all LCS MA in Ministry students) and an MA in Biblical Studies. Approvals have been
received from ATS (Association for Theological Schools) and ABHE (Association for Biblical Higher
Education) and is awaiting a final decision from HLC (Higher Learning Commission).

What degree programs will Ozark not adopt?

Ozark will not create/adopt any of the remaining graduate/seminary degree programs: Master of Arts
degrees in Counseling, Theology, and Organizational Leadership. OCC currently offers a Bachelor of Arts
in Christian Ministries, Bachelor of Arts in Biblical Studies, and a Bachelor of Arts in Theology (as well as
other Bachelor of Arts degrees to which current students may transfer).

How are you helping students who will not be able to complete their degree by May?

We have helped each student to find a “home” for their continued education that reflects sound
stewardship of the work they’ve already done. All LCU academic programs have a formal teach-out
agreement with other fully accredited institutions which protect LCU students by guaranteeing that the
receiving school will accept 100% of their credits earned, students will pay no more than the LCU tuition
rate in 2023-2024, and most schools are allowing our students to finish their degrees in the same
amount of time they would have taken had they finished here.

What will it look like for any students who wish to continue on with Ozark?

Any current Lincoln Christian University seminary students who wish to continue on in one of the
Masters-level programs that Ozark is creating/adopting would be guaranteed zero loss—no increase in
tuition, no increase in degree requirements—and all degrees could be completed through distance
education (online and virtual presence). We have worked with Ozark and other schools to design transfer
arrangements for those currently pursuing one of our undergraduate degrees.



Will there still be a May 2024 Commencement ceremony?

Absolutely. Commencement will be held on Saturday, May 4, at 10AM (CST). Details concerning
Commencement will be shared in good time.

What does this mean for LCU’s faculty and staff? 

While Ozark has extended employment opportunities to a few members of LCU’s faculty and staff, the
majority of LCU faculty and staff will not be employed by LCU or Ozark beyond May 31, 2024.

What will happen with the LCU campus?

As previously shared, a significant portion of our campus—the Chapel, Laughlin Athletic
Center and Field House, the athletic fields, and all three of our residence halls (Ruth, Alumni, and
Titus)—was sold to Open Arms Christian Fellowship. In late February 2024, an agreement was reached to
sell the remaining portion of the campus to Open Arms. This includes Restoration Hall, the
Administration Building, the Warehouse, Harmony Hall, Henderson Hall, and 16 acres of green-space
along Route 10 between Chapel View Drive and the former student apartments. Proceeds from all sales
have been—and will be—applied to the university’s debt.

What will happen to all the resources in LCU’s library? 

Lincoln Christian University is working with other partners to ensure that the resources of the
Restoration Movement and our Lincoln heritage are properly preserved and that all resources are
appropriately dispersed.

● The Enos E. Dowling Rare Book Room Collection, including his Stone-Campbell Hymnal
Collection, is finding a new home as part of the Abilene Christian University Special Collections
and Archives. They will be well-preserved and made available to scholars and researchers from
around the world.

● Archival materials specific to Lincoln Christian University such as yearbooks, catalogs, etc, will be
available at Ozark Christian College and Abilene Christian University.

● Theses and DMin projects written by Lincoln Christian Seminary graduates will be available at
Ozark Christian College. Johnson University has graciously agreed to house the second copy of
these items.

● All chapel sermons have been digitized and will be handed off to Ozark Christian College, that
they might continue to be available to everyone.

● Our print book collection will be shared between Ozark Christian College and the Tavriski
Christian Institute (TCI), located in Ukraine. TCI was founded in 1997 with a vision to reach
Muslims for Christ. It is the only State-licensed Bible College in Ukraine and is in the process of
becoming a State-licensed Christian University. TCI’s library was recently destroyed by the
Russian Army, and LCU’s donation helps their rebuilding process immensely, while also meeting
Ukrainian requirements for TCI to be recognized as a University.

What will happen to other campus resources—IT equipment, office furniture, portraits, etc?

The purchase of the remaining portions of the campus in February 2024 by Open Arms Christian
Fellowship will include most of the remaining campus resources, including—but not limited to—IT



equipment, office furniture, custodial tools, etc. For items of unique and historical value —for example, a
portrait of past employees—we will work to distribute such items to appropriate parties, including Ozark
Christian College and those particular individuals and families represented by those items.

What happens to LCU’s academic records? 

Ozark will receive—and thus serve as a “home” for—all LCU transcripts. As an alum of LCU, you will be
able to request transcripts through Ozark’s Academic Office or from the Illinois Board of Higher
Education (ibhe.org). If you would like to request transcripts from LCU before the University’s closure,
you can do so here. More information can be found on the LCU website in the “Transcript, Billing, and
Financial Aid Information” document here.

What happens to the endowed scholarship money that has been given to LCU over the years? 

Ozark will take responsibility of our $3.8 million student scholarship endowment to—as closely as
possible—continue the institutional mission and honor gift purpose of the original donor.

Is Ozark obligated to use this money for tuition scholarships going forward?

In short, tuition scholarship money will continue to be used for its intended purpose: to support
Christian students pursuing biblical education. And please note three important matters:

● The endowed scholarship money transferred to OCC will be used for tuition scholarships and
follow the guidelines in the current scholarship agreements as closely as possible.

● The names of the endowed scholarship agreements will transfer and continue to be used as well
(example: The Lynn R. Laughlin Scholarship will retain that name at OCC).

● OCC has committed to using the endowed scholarship funds they receive from us to help LCU
students (who become OCC students starting next June) finish their education with no additional
costs than what they were expecting to pay here.

How will LCU’s remaining debt be resolved? 

LCU does have assets, beyond the endowment that will be passed on to Ozark, that are of greater value
than the debt it has. Precisely how this is resolved is a matter of ongoing conversation, but LCU is
committed to ensuring that we meet our obligation to CFR, a fellow ministry and partner.

With LCU “closing,” why should someone continue to give to the school? 

Because LCU is committed to finishing the 2023-2024 academic year in service to our current students
and, like any other academic year, there are costs that need to be met, ranging from faculty and staff
salaries to student services to general maintenance (and much more). We need your financial help to
help us finish well. What’s more, a good finish for us is a good start for Ozark.

How will LCU continue to communicate further details related to matters above (and more)?

Timely and clear communication will be offered via Facebook and YouTube, emails from our
Advancement team, and the University’s main site.

https://ibhe.org/
https://lincolnchristian.edu/academics/request-transcripts/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xK2zrTUs8Vd0TqJNC7_AwGB32h1wmsk2/view
https://www.facebook.com/LincolnChristian
https://www.youtube.com/user/LincolnChristianUniv
https://lincolnchristian.edu/

